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Project #1 - Lesson Observations 
 
 Observe lessons of three applied lesson faculty members.  One brass, one woodwind, 
and one strings, piano, voice, or percussion.  Complete a comprehensive report on your 
observations.  Be sure to describe differences and similarities you find between the professors.  
Describe in detail structure of the lesson, ratios of performance vs. lecture, problem solving 
techniques, modeling vs. description/instruction, student-teacher rapport, and 
techniques/observations you would use in your own teaching and why.  Each lesson 
observation should be at least one page of typed notes. 
 
Project #2 - Transcription Project 
 
 The assignment is to transcribe a work for solo tuba or tuba-euphonium ensemble.  
Special consideration should be given to range, style, accessibility, voicing, and difficulty.  The 
instructor will elaborate more on this project.  The piece should be no shorter than 3 minutes in 
length 
 
 
Project #3 - Book Reviews 
 
 Compile a 1-2 page report on each of the popular tuba method books.  Your report 
should include why each book should be used in an undergraduate course of study, what 
benefits the book has, what weaknesses the book has, and should highlight especially effective 
etudes in each of the books with a detailed analysis of those particular etudes. 
 
 Books: Blazhevich, Tyrrell, Bordogni, Arban, and Snedecor. 
 
Project #4 - Solo Course of Study 
 
 Create a course of study for a four year undergraduate program in terms of solo 
literature.  This should include typical solos and chamber works encountered through an 
undergraduate tuba degree.  Be sure to include sample junior and senior recital programs in 
addition to other repertoire to be studied throughout the degree.  Provide a one paragraph 
description of each solo and explain why you would choose to assign this solo at that specific 
time during an undergraduate degree.  
 
Project #5 - Philosophy of a Well-Rounded Undergraduate Tuba Education 
 
 A 4-6 page philosophy on what you feel should be a part of every undergraduate tuba 
education and why.  Cite specific examples and give reasoning for inclusion.  
 
Due dates for each assignment will be agreed upon by student and course 
instructor.  Each day a project is turned in late, it will result in a reduction 

of grade by one full letter.  The final grade for the course will be the 
average of the project grades weighted equally. 

 
 
 


